
Name______________________ 
 

S.E.E.D.S. Field Trip 
3rd Grade Pre-test 

 
Using the word box below, answer questions 1-8. 
 
1.  The three stages of a plant’s life are _____________________________, survival, 

and reproduction. 
 
2.  The dark rings we see on tree stumps are created when the tree is in its 

____________________________ stage. 
 
3.  Sometimes plants do not grow well on the forest floor because there is not enough 

_______________________ reaching through the taller trees. 
 
4.  Ferns often grow along a creek because they need a great deal of 

___________________ to survive. 
 
5.  The type of soil with the most nutrients is called ____________________________. 
 
6.  Pollination is important for a plant to be able to produce ______________________. 
 
7.  The type of soil that is reddish in color is called _______________________. 
 
8.  Sand has a very __________________ texture. 
 
 

light   growth  loose   seeds 
 
humus  clay   survival  water 

 
 
 
 
Circle TRUE or FALSE for the following questions. 
 
9.  If you buried food scraps in soil, it would eventually decompose and become part of 
the soil.  
TRUE  FALSE 
 
10.  When material decomposes, it produces heat.  
TRUE  FALSE 
 
11.  All plants need a LOT of acid in the soil in order to grow properly.  
TRUE  FALSE 
 
12.  Good soil keeps water away from the plants roots. 
TRUE  FALSE 



Name______________________ 
 

S.E.E.D.S. Field Trip 
3rd Grade Post-test 

 
Using the word box below, answer questions 1-8. 
 
1.  The three stages of a plant’s life are _____________________________, survival, 

and reproduction. 
 
2.  The dark rings we see on tree stumps are created when the tree is in its 

____________________________ stage. 
 
3.  Sometimes plants do not grow well on the forest floor because there is not enough 

_______________________ reaching through the taller trees. 
 
4.  Ferns often grow along a creek because they need a great deal of 

___________________ to survive. 
 
5.  The type of soil with the most nutrients is called ____________________________. 
 
6.  Pollination is important for a plant to be able to produce ______________________. 
 
7.  The type of soil that is reddish in color is called _______________________. 
 
8.  Sand has a very __________________ texture. 
 
 

light   growth  loose   seeds 
 
humus  clay   survival  water 

 
 
 
 
Circle TRUE or FALSE for the following questions. 
 
9.  If you buried food scraps in soil, it would eventually decompose and become part of 
the soil.  
TRUE  FALSE 
 
10.  When material decomposes, it produces heat.  
TRUE  FALSE 
 
11.  All plants need a LOT of acid in the soil in order to grow properly.  
TRUE  FALSE 
 
12.  Good soil keeps water away from the plants roots. 
TRUE  FALSE 



Name______________________ 
 

S.E.E.D.S. Field Trip 
Teacher’s Test Key 

 
Using the word box below, answer questions 1-8. 
 
1.  The three stages of a plant’s life are ____GROWTH__________________, survival, 

and reproduction. 
 
2.  The dark rings we see on tree stumps are created when the tree is in its 

___SURVIVAL___________ stage. 
 
3.  Sometimes plants do not grow well on the forest floor because there is not enough 

___LIGHT__________ reaching through the taller trees. 
 
4.  Ferns often grow along a creek because they need a great deal of 

___WATER________ to survive. 
 
5.  The type of soil with the most nutrients is called ___HUMUS_______________. 
 
6.  Pollination is important for a plant to be able to produce ____SEEDS________. 
 
7.  The type of soil that is reddish in color is called ____CLAY____________. 
 
8.  Sand has a very __LOOSE______ texture. 
 
 

light   growth  loose   seeds 
 
humus  clay   survival  water 

 
 
 
 
Circle TRUE or FALSE for the following questions. 
 
9.  If you buried food scraps in soil, it would eventually decompose and become part of 
the soil.  
TRUE  FALSE 
 
10.  When material decomposes, it produces heat.  
TRUE  FALSE 
 
11.  All plants need a LOT of acid in the soil in order to grow properly.  
TRUE  FALSE
 
12.  Good soil keeps water away from the plants roots. 
TRUE  FALSE 



Dear Parent or Guardian, 
 
Today your third grader went on a field trip.  Ask him/her to tell you about the rings on 
tree stumps, what things affect plant growth, and how bees help plants to produce 
seeds.  Also ask them to name the different soil types and why they buried lunch scraps 
in the soil.  If you have a minute, please write a note to let me know what your child 
enjoyed most from their experience with science in nature.  Thank you for supporting 
your child’s education. 
 
      Thank you, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian, 
 
Today your third grader went on a field trip.  Ask him/her to tell you about the rings on 
tree stumps, what things affect plant growth, and how bees help plants to produce 
seeds.  Also ask them to name the different soil types and why they buried lunch scraps 
in the soil.  If you have a minute, please write a note to let me know what your child 
enjoyed most from their experience with science in nature.  Thank you for supporting 
your child’s education. 
 
      Thank you, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian, 
 
Today your third grader went on a field trip.  Ask him/her to tell you about the rings on 
tree stumps, what things affect plant growth, and how bees help plants to produce 
seeds.  Also ask them to name the different soil types and why they buried lunch scraps 
in the soil.  If you have a minute, please write a note to let me know what your child 
enjoyed most from their experience with science in nature.  Thank you for supporting 
your child’s education. 
 
      Thank you, 



South Mountain Christian Camp 
SEEDS Evaluation Form 

 
Name____________________________ School___________________________________ 
Grade Level______________ Date of Field Trip_________________________________  
 
Thank-you for participating in SEEDS at South Mountain Christian Camp. Your input is 
valuable to us. Please rate each of the following areas by circling the appropriate number 
on the 1-10 scale. Make any additional comments in the lines provided or on the back. 
 
1.  Please rate the overall effectiveness of the program. 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 low         high 
 
Comments:___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2.  Please rate the instructor’s presentation of the subject matter. 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 low         high 
 
Comments:___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3.  Please rate the response from students. 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 low         high 
 
Comments:___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
4.  In what ways could we improve the quality of the SEEDS program? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
5.  Would you be willing to bring your class back next year?_________ If so, what would you 
like to see changed? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you for taking the time to complete this evaluation form.  Please mail or fax this 
form to the Camp office: 
 South Mountain Christian Camp 
 PO Box 9     or fax  828-245-1659 
 Bostic NC 28018 


